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PREFACE. 


A Word to the Sons of Temperance, to the 
Masons and the Odd Fellows. 

As joint laborers in the same great cause, we 
ask your attention to the following articles. To 
our mind, they contain matters worthy your 
gravest consideration— nay, worthy your undivi- 
ded attention ! The one is from a pen which il- 
luminates every point on which it rests — from a 
heart gushing over with sympathetic benevo- 
lence. On its brief page you will find the por- 
traiture of a scene of desolation and ruin, from 
the strong yet tnithful colorings of which, your 
mind will shrink back upon itsalf with horror 
and dismay. In the other, you will find a skele- 
ton sketch of a remedial Agent, (for the circum- 
stances under which it was written, precluded the 
possibility of a more minute illustration of the 
subject,) through the instrumentality of which, it 
is believed that the scene of ruin drawn so vivid- 
ly in the first article, may be changed into one of 
surpassing loveliness and beauty. 

We invoke your aid to this effect. We beg 
your attention to this matter, well knowing that 
none but the Mystic Brotherhood can properly 
estimate the potency of the charm which we wish 
to raise. You are familiar with the tremendous 
work which organised association is daily ac- 
complishing, and you can judge whether or not 
the remedy which we offer you, is competent to 
the task proposed to be accomplished. 

We beg to say to you, that we are not agrari- 
ans ! We are not disorganisers ! We are not 
moved to this by any diseased and loathsome thirst 
for notoriety. God forbid ! All this we utterly 
repudiate — all this toe scorn and trample tender 
foot 1 We come to you in good faith — in simple 


honesty and affection, asking your aid only so far 
as we shall deserve it* 

Look at the immeasurable task which the 
« Order of the Sons of Temperance” is expected to 
accomplish, and then — look at the impotency of 
the power entrusted to it 1 This you understand 
better than we, but to our mind, it looks like an 
attempt to move a mountain with a crowbar. Now 
the object sought by the framers of that Order, is 
either good or bad — valuable or worthless. If it 
be one which is demoralizing in its character, the 
sooner the matter is blown to the winds the better ; 
but if the end they seek, is a pure one, we hold it 
as our duty that we should serve them to the best 
of our ability. The question then arises as to 
how may we best assist them. Let us consider 
this a moment. If you saw your neighbor en- 
deavoring to relieve his horse which had sunk to 
his girths in the quick-sands of a swollen stream, 
solely by tugging at his bridle, would you catch 
hold of the bridle too, and tug away y thus fretting 
the animal more and more, and causing it to sink 
the deeper in the dangerous element which sur- 
rounded it? Or, would you not rather say to 
him : My friend, it is nonsense to continue this 
kind of work any longer — you are only making a 
bad matter worse, and doing more harm than good. 
Get you a rail-— rig you a lever — apply it to yonr 
struggling animal, and you may hoist him out in a 
moment.” Which of these plans, think you, 
would be the better one — which of them bear the 
stronger evidences of a philanthropic spirit? 
Can you hesitate in your answer? Eut, it may 
be said, that there was no necessity to fetf the 
man that his means were unequal to the task—you 
should have let him alone, and he would have 
found it out himself. We grant it, — but in the 
meanwhile , the animal would have died 9 and then 
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his knowledge would not hare benefited the 
owner. 

Now this is just our situation precisely. We 
have seen the Order tugging at the bridle for the 
last two years — nay, for much of that time we 
have had hold of it ourselves, and hare worked 
with a right good will, too ; yet we have found that, 
although a few spasmodic struggles were made,; 
through which he attained a momentary eleva-j 
tion, the sufferer sank the deeper all the while,! 
until at last he disappeared for ever from ourj 
view, leaving nothingon which the eye oould rest < 
but a dark stream of angered and furious waters ! j 
But this illustration is too coarse an one for this j 
subject, and we gladly drop the metaphor. j 

We make the broad assertion that the Order of 
tho Sons of Temperance does not contain a mem- 
ber who has ever entered a Masonic or Odd Fel-i 
low’s Lodge Room, without feeling satisfied that 
to institute a comparison between it and either 
•f the others, would be little better than to hold 
the sickly light of a farthing candle up to the 
burning sun at noon-day. The one embodies a 
design beautiful and estimable in the extreme, 
but set in a frame so disjointed and worthless as 
to destroy entirely the interest of the work. 
The other contains a principle perhaps not so 
elaborately pure as the first, but it is surrounded 
by a border so ohaste in all its perfections, that it 
presents a whole which fascinates the eye and 
captivates the heart by reason of its beauties. 
We say that this matter cannot be controverted. 

Nor have the “ Sons” the poor excuse left them 
to say, that this imperfection has not been speci- 
ally pointed out to them. It has been made the 
matter of earnest memorial by nearly every subor- 
dinate Division in the Union to its proper Grand 
Division. Nor were these memorials suffered to 
rest there. They have repeatedly been carried to 
the National Division, and their importance 
strongly urged upon that body. They were rejec- 
ted J That body has never deigned to give them 
the attention which they deserve, nor have we 
any reason to believe that it will ever do so. 

Meanwhile, we have seen the Order crumble 
into ruin. We have seen members by tens and 
hundreds violate their obligations. We have 
known the Recording Scribe to tax up a countless 
list of worthless dues upon his books — making of 
themselves, a sum sufficient, if collected, to pay 
every dollar of the benefits which are promised 
the novitiate. We have seen the life-spring of 
the Order give way to the onrushing wave of in- 
temperance which is sweeping over the land, 
until we were satisfied that the cause was inevita- 
bly doomed, unless one strenuous effort more was 
made to save it. We were unwilling to under- 
take the task. We preferred that it should be 
taken in hand by those more competent to the la- 
bor. And as long as a hope was permitted us 


that this would be done, we rested quiet } but 
when we saw a settled determination on the part 
of the proper authorities, to neglect their duty, 
we determined to make the effort ourselves, and 
trust to the generous benevolence of an enlight- 
ened community, for a proper appreciation of our 
motives. In the performance of this task, we 
have felt it our duty to use the scalpel with free- 
dom. Perhaps we have used it too harshly. It 
may be that it would have been better to have con- 
fined ourselves to the probe and plaster. This, 
however, is a point on which a difference of 
opinion may well exist — and when “doctors 
disagree,” you know how hard it is to get at the 
better way. 

As we have said, we offer you the skeleton of 
an Order, which, when perfected, (and you may 
rest assured that it will be instituted sooner or 
later) we are satisfied will fill that aching void 
which now exists in the Order of the Sons. We 
ask your attention to the matter of the work — nay, 
we entreat you to give us your aid in our efforts to 
secure its perfection. We would especially call 
your attention to the last two suggestions in the 
address, and beg you to dwell upon the beauties 
which cluster thickly around the points of strength 
which they would give the Order. If our space 
would permit, we should be happy to enlarge upon 
them here, — but this article is already too long, 
and we must hasten to a close. 

Hundreds of your most influential brethren be- 
lieve, that through the agency of such an Associ- 
ation as is here suggested, you may wage an ag- 
gressive and effective war against that vice which 
comes, like a serpent from without the sweet 
waters of thoughtless indiscretion, to wind its 
loathsome folds, one by one, around its helpless 
victim, and then to crush him in its merciless 
strength for ever 1 

Do we ask too much of you, when we beg your 
aid to such a cause ? Is tha object aot worthy 
the labor which it requires? Is there an Odd 
Fellow or a Mason, who would put the back of hU 
hand to such a work as this ? Is there a man in 
this community, who has a heart for others’ woes 
—whose bosom melts with compassionate sympa- 
thy, as he looks upon the incalculable misery and 
wretchedness, scattered broad-cast around him, 
that would refuse to lend his countenance to such 
a cause ? We ask again, and again, that you 
look at this matter, and judge whether or not tho 
enterprise is one which promises any possibility 
of success. All other adventures of like import, 

| have failed, it is true — but we propose here to 
; remove the rock on which they have stranded 
j Look closely into the effort, and see whether the 
remedy is calculated to reach the seat of the dis- 
ease. Do but this with a heart free from the 
warpings of prejudice, and we do not fear for 
•the result! 
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Officers and Brethren: — {friendly request, I gave my consent to 

I find myself unwittingly placed in a po- ! submit my article to you. At the time 
sition which to me is exceedingly novel that I yielded to this request, I enter- 
and embarrassing. Unused to, and unfit- tained a hope that my engagements for 
ted for polemical disputations, it might the current week would grant me time 
well be permitted that I should tremble j enough to alter the frame work sufficient- 
at the thought of assuming a position ly to adapt it to the new phase in w r hich it 
which may subject me, at least v.ith'was to be presented; and accordingly, 
those who look only at the surface of a undertook the task, but was compelled 
man’s position when forming their judg- ; to abandon it before the work was com- 
ment, to the imputation of agrarianism J pie ted to my satisfaction. It is, the re- 
Nor is this apprehension lessoned by the j fore, not inappropriate for me to say, 
general knowledge of the fact, that the ; that I am like an unpracticed sculptor, 


burthen of the remarks which I propose { who has finished his statue to the best of 
making making to you to-night, were • his poor ability, but who, whilst gazing 


prepared for another occasion than this, 'upon the completion of his labors, is 
and were intended to have been offered suddenly required by his patron, to 


to the consideration of a very different \ change the features of his figure so as to 
audience from that which now surrounds; represent another and a different char- 
me. | acter. I have gone to work, deeply im- 

Yet 1 hope to find some shadow of re- pressed wdth the brevity of the time al- 
lief in the fact, that circumstances ren- lowed me, and have knocked off here 
dered it impossible that the address, as! and there a knot — have filled in here and 
then prepared, should be delivered at the! there a space, until I have so changed and 


appointed tiipe, ard that it was post- \ transformed the original work, as to defy 
poned for some more fitting and favora- i even my familiar eye to detect any re- 
ble occasion. Meanwhile, however, semblance to its original shape, or to dis- 
an inkling of its character was had by cover any likeness whatever to the new 
some of the friends to the cause intended caste for which it is intended, 
to be discussed, to whose too partial and! Yet, “ time waits for no man ” — the 
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probationary hour has come, and the mas- 
ter demands his work. It is given to you, 
my brethren, tremblingly yet trustingly 
— conscious of its incalculable defects 
and inaccuracies; but with the convic- 
tion pressing close upon my heart, that 
you will not submit it to that cold and 
heartless test of carping criticism, in 
which the world are wont to engage, but 
that you will look rather at the matter 
than the manner of my effort, and judge 
accordingly. I only desire, in addition to 
this, that you receive as truth, my most 
solemn assertion, that my presence here 
to-night is prompted by no vain and 
senseless thirst for notoriety, but that I 
am driven to it by a sense of duty, which 
I could not suppress if I wished to do so. 

My Brethren : — If you cast your eye 
to a point immediately over the chair of 
our N. Grand, you will find in Letters 
of gold — in letters such as that law 
should only be written — the first great 
law of our beloved Order, by which we 
are “ commanded to relieve the distress- 
ed and visit the sick.” Let your thoughts 
rest upon that sublime precept a mo- 
ment, I pray you — then turn your eye to 
the opposite end of this room, and you 
will find the sequent to that pure com- 
mand, by which we are bidden to “ bury 
the dead and educate the orphan.” Ac- 
cording to my understanding of the mat- 
ter, you have presented to you in those 
two laws the beginning and the end — 
the “ Alpha and the Omega” of Odd 
Fellowship. The offices of these laws 
are without metes or bounds, but are ap- 
plicable alike to every shade of honora- 
ble misfortune, regardless whether it be 
found upon the downy pillow and the 
tufted carpet of the millionaire, or in 
the miserable shed and earthen floor of 
the victim to penury and want. Neg- 
lecting the cold and pulseless attention 
wffiich the selfish mass ever give to the 


moaning cry, the genius of our beloved 
order receives the inspiration of the 
command direct from Heaven at once, 
and delights in services which tend to 
the suppression of every species of vice 
— to the encouragement of the benevo- 
lent — to the promotion of the great in- 
terests of the nation, and to the bringing 
of mankind at large, to an active recogni- 
tion of that sublime injunction which 
teaches that we were all “ made of one 
flesh and one blood, to dwell on the 
face of the earth” in practices of peace 
and love. Regarding the operations of 
this order thus, it seems to me there 
can be no impropriety in submitting to 
the enlightened consideration of this au- 
dience any plan, (however crudely and 
imperfectly it may be handled,) which 
has for its object the organization of an 
association, intended to discountenance 
a practice which every superficial ob- 
server well knows, has brought more and 
deeper misery upon our race than all 
other vicious influences combined could 
produce. 

And here I would beg again to call 
the especial attention of the brethren 
to the fact, that the suggestions which 
I propose making, belong of right to 
another scene than this, and that they 
are intended to operate upon those with 
whom this order, in its associated char- 
acter, has no connection whatever ; yet 
they are brought here only for your in- 
dividual consideration, to the end, that 
if they should be deemed worthy of at- 
tention hereafter, you may lend them 
the influence of your personal support. 
Far be it from me to ask this Lodge, or 
this brotherhood, composed as I well 
know it to be, of many of the most in- 
lightened and estimable citizens in our 
midst, to engraft upon this order any 
new feature whatever, that my poor 
brain could suggest, much less, one 
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which I am well assured would go far to extending a healthy encouragement to 
destroy that sweet harmony of thought those who are most earnestly engaged in 
and action which now prevails through- its advancement. 

out our association. I have brought In passing at once to my subject, I 
this matter here, knowing that no purer cannot deem it necessary that I should 
point could be found on which to broach give in detail to such an audience as this, 
the idea, and that it would be impossible the minutae of that Order’s history. They 


to meet an audience more willing to 
undertake, or more competent to per- j 
form the labors which may be necessary 
to ensure the enterprise that success 
which it merits. 

But, I discover that I have anticipa- ; 
ted my subject. The object which ij 
have in view on this occasion, is to call \ 
your attention as briefly as may be, to j 
the present condition of the order of; 
the Sons of Temperance — to notice the 
causes which have produced the present 
lamentable state of disaffection and leth- 
argy amongst in its members, and to of 
fer to your consideration a few sugges- 
tions which, it is believed, will remove 
the causes that are operating so disas- 
trously upon its interests, and place it on 
a footing somewhat akin to the proud po- 
sition which Odd Fellowship occupies. 
In the management of this subject, I shall 
have occasion more than once, to indulge 
much more heavily and bitterly in in- 
vective than is my wont, or, than will 
be pleasant to the majority of the breth- 
ren now around me ; yet, as that por- 
tion of my remarks will be intended ex- 
clusively for the ears of the members of 
that order who are here, it is hoped that 
they will acquit me of any and all inten- 
tion to magnify the truth. Intending my 
effort as an humble, yet honest, attempt 
to advance the great cause of Temper- j 
ance, so far a6 in me lies, I shall make 
no attempt at rhetorical display; but 
shall rather leave to others to give a more 
methodical, and, if you please, a more I 
artistical illustration of the benefits 
which will accrue to society at large, by j 


are matters of record — some of which 
are but too plainly and deeply written 
upon the hearts of many of its members. 
It is sufficient to say, that the repeated 
efforts which the philanthropy of the 
preceding as well as the present age, had 
suggested as a remedy for a most vicious 
and ruinous custom, had failed, and in 
their failure the producing cause thereto, 
was finally disclosed. The fact was at 
last made manifest, that those efforts — 
wise and pure and good, as they certain- 
ly were — were of no effect, because 
of the abscence of all restraining influ- 
ence that was tangeable, effective and 
continuous in its character upon the 
mind of the inebriate after he was made 
to see the danger with which he was 
threatened. They saw that something 
more was needed than to probe the fes : 
tering wound, and lay its soreness open 
to the gaze of the world, — a balsam 
was necessary which should close the 
wounded part, and restore it at once, 
effectually, to health and to vigor. They 
discovered that they not only had to call 
the attention of the suffering wretch to 
the sword suspended over him by a hair, 
but had also to teach him how he might 
avoid the dreadful death to which the 
slightest indiscretion on his part, would 
inevitably doom him. 

Desponding, but not disheartened by 
these repeated failures, the more active 
friends to the cause still hQped yet t® 
find a plan which would meet the full 
measure of their wishes, and in casting 
about for this purpose, their attention 
was arrested by the time-honored and 
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revered institutions of Odd Fellowship j justly chargeable. The fact that the 
and Free Masonry. Familiar, as they j workings of the Order need remoddel- 
(ioubtlessly were, with the workings of ling, is now, I believe, generally conce- 
those two handmaids to religion — appre- ded ; and a disposition, but only a dis- 
ciating the admirable harmony and beau- position to that effect has recently been 
ty of their workings — venerating them manifested in a section from which we 
for the sublime and beautiful lessons of were least prepared to expect it. I al- 
charity which they each impress upon < lude to the eastern states, 
the minds of their members — recollect- On a former occasion, I had the honor 

ing the clearness and certainty of the j to bring this matter formally before my 
means of mutual recognition entrusted j Division, at which time I was allowed to 
to all within their folds, and keeping in \ give my views somewhat at length. — 
mind the material fact, that the elect had j The report in which those views were 
a positive and unquestionable guarantee , embodied, has had a circulation some- 


of assistance in the hour of his neces- what extensive, and I am permitted to 


sities, it was at once determined to in- 'entertain the gratifying conviction, that 
stitute a third association which should ; it has met a very general and decided ap- 
contain some features in common with - probation with the order at large. Sub- 


those two, but sufficiently dissimilar in sequent reflection and experience have 
all its chief features to protect them- served to satisfy me that unless some 


selves from the charge of improperly ex- * such action is taken by our National Di- 
posing the trusts reposed in them. This j vision as is suggestad in that article, that 
was, done and the “Order of the Sons of j that Order is doomed to fall, like an 
Temperance ” was formed. Yet this was over-ripened pear, of its own weight, 
not attained without its difficulties. In ! and to carry with it, to a very great ex- 
accomplishing this task, it became neces- j tent, that beautiful point in our faith, 
sary to exercise the greatest care and: which teaches us that the habits of the 
prudence, lest, on the one side they! drunkard like those of him who sins 
should render themselves open to cen- otherwise, are susceptible of cure, and 
sure at the hands of these older Orders, that the soul which is diseased and blur- 
whilst on the other hand there was great red by alcohol, is as susceptible of re- 
danger that they should incur the dis- generation as it would be were its vici- 
pleasure, and arouse the settled opposi-; ousness produced from any other cause, 
tion of that portion of the community Indeed, the frequent failures with which 
around them, (then forming a decided these Temperance associations have 
majority of the more earnest and influ- heretofore met, have served in no small 
ential friends to the cause in that re- degree to render this question a doubtful 
gion,) who were hostile to every thing one, with many who are otherwise cor- 
approximating to the character of a se- rect thinkers, and who are influenced to 
cret society. It was under these circum- that extent, to slacken their efforts in be- 
stances that the present workings of the half of the present system of organiza- 
Order were established ; and we find in tion. If it should be that that Order, 
them a sufficient excuse for the manifold by its failure to realize the just and well 
errors and imperfections with which we, founded expectations of its friends — 
who are without the influence of those should serve to fasten this prejudice up- 
crude and pur-blind prejudices, feel it is) on the public mind, it would have been 
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much better that its existence hagl never j terested ; and it is due to them that we 
been known, for the evil consequences let the defects, as well as the beauties 
which will flow from its failure, will of our system be known, to the end that 
overbalance by a thousand per Cent., all. the one may be corrected and removed, 
the past, present and prospective good it j and the others cherished, and approved, 
may have effected, or is calculated to ef- \ This strikes me as the more honorable 
feet. It behooves the members, then, j course — nay, throwing all considerations 
to think seriously of this matter, for if - of honor and virtue out of the question, 
failure should come of this, the conse- the more ■profitable course, for then the 
quences thereof will tell with tre men- neophyte world have no chance to say, 
dous effect upon them, and they may ex- as is now too frequently said, that the 
pect that the burning hiss of scorn and Order is a humbug — its promises hollow 
contempt from an outraged public will and soulless, and the exaction of his ini- 
ring in their ears for the remainder of tiatorial fee, little short of barefaced 
their lives. swindling ! 

I am aware that I am treading on dan- The two chief imperfections, and, in- 
gerous ground, and that my position will deed, the only two, in the workings of 
be denounced by a few, as vicious and the Order, whence all the evils under 
ruinous. But the consequences of my which we labor originate, are the ab- 
views have not escaped my own atten- j sence of Degrees, and the want of proper 

Grips, Signs and Tokens, which would 
enable the member to make himself 
knowm as such at any and every point — 
in any, and under every circumstance, 
night or day. To the initiated within 
this room, these imperfections must have 
been felt most greviously. With me, 
there does not rest a doubt, but that 
when these features shall have been 
grafted on the Order, we shall witness a 
state of affairs totally unlike that which 
surrounds us at present. Instead of the 
meagre and lifeless quorums, which we 
have difficulty in assembling now, our 
Division rooms will regularly be filled 
with members — in lieu of our empty and 
impoverished purses, our Treasury will 
be full to overflowing — instead of promi- 
ses to the elect which are now but as 
“ sounding brass and tinkling symbols,” 
we shall be prepared to extend ready and 
effective relief, both pecuniary and so- 
cial, to all who need it — and better still 
— instead of that bitter and heartless 
system of vituperation and slander with 
which the Order is now disgraced, we 


tion, and so long as I am sustained by a 
consciousness of integrity, I shall speak 
my mind freely and fearlessly regardless 
of the effect which it may have on me 
personally. 

The attempt to hide a cardinal imper- 
fection in that Order from the searching 
eye of the public, is worse than folly — 
it is madness. But if it were practica- 
ble, I would, for one, never suffer my- 
self to become a party to so base a fraud. 
Indeed, I see no earthly reason why it 
should be attempted. The 'institution is 
one which has for its ostensible purpose 
the promotion of no personal, sectional, 
or political interest ; nor is it in any 
way identified with any sectional enter- 
prise ; but one which proposes to rise 
superior to each and all of these party- 
hued considerations, and to aim only at 
the suppression of one general, national 
evil — an Institution professedly designed 
for the general amelioration of man’s na- 
ture and man’s condition. It is, there- 
fore, one in which the public — each and 
every individual member thereof, is in- 
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shall now find a broad and deep current < ping inuendo and remark. I grant you 
of fraternal love, running along the j that this is all wrong, and that an act is 


whole line of the Order, which will link j either good or bad of itself and in itself, 
heart to heart in chains of steel so strong > irrespective of any — whatever opinion 
that we may laugh to scorn the strong- j the public, as such, may place upon it. 
est efforts of the enemy to break it. Nor j Highly as we may appreciate the opin- 
is this all. The chief effect will be felt \ ion of the world around us, and willing, 
in the elevated character which will be as we may be, to bow in submission to 
given to the Order, and thus the sphere its judgments, yet we must not forget 
of usefulness will be extended a thou- that man is fallable, and that We are per- 
sand fold. The “ Order of the Sons of jmitted a more elevated and impassioned 
Temperance” will cease to be an asylum j tribunal before which the relative me r- 
for worn-out drunkards, and will take its of vice and virtue maybe tested. — 
rank, side by side, with that of the Odd- Yet we must bear in mind, that he who 
Fellows and the Masons — both of which confines himself to his single social glass 


are known to demand the respect and ^of wine, is not a whit less sensative or 
confidence even of those who are most [jealous on that score, than the moretho- 


bitterly opposed to them. 


rough drinker, who is always more or 


And who is there, I ask, that can es- ? less under the influence of his cups. — 
timafe in advance, the incalculable j They are all alike jealous, sensitive, and 


amount of good which this simple change irritable — each requiring that his preju- 
in its character will effect? Does any j dices should be respected, else, all chance 
one doubt — dare any one attempt to for saving him is gone. It is with 
cheat himself into the belief, that the j such that this prejudice has such deadly 
stigma — I love strong words — the stigma weight, and it is for the sake of such 
I say, which attaches itself to the Order, - that the Order owes it to itself, that this 
has not kept from its folds many of the prejudice should be removed, 
best and most valuable members of so- j I am sensibly alive to the fact that I 
ciety around us — has palsied its influ- ■ am trespassing upon your patience, and 
ence with that very class for whose ben- 1 that I have already occupied more of your 
efit it seems to have been peculiarly and time than the manner in which I have 
purposely designed? How many of handled the subject will justify ; yet, in 
your acquaintances — young men just ri-jview of the vast weight which thismat- 
pening into usefulness, and whose char- ter bears upon the ultimate success of 
actersfor good or foi evil are now — even the Order, I am induced to continue — 
now, whilst I am speaking — being moul- v hoping that I might at least succeed in 
ded for life, are there, who would be arresting the attention of some of the 
happy co-woTkers with you this night, many present, who are much more capa- 
were it not for the fact, that they are un- !ble than myself of doing the subject that 
willing to incur the imputation that this justice which its importance requires at 
pledge is neces’sary to save them from } your hands. With this hope, I shall re- 
ruin ! It may be that the fact has esca- i turn to the matter of Degrees and Grips, 
ped your attention, but I tell you that for on that, as on a thread, hangs the ul- 
it requires no small effort of moral cour- ;timate succes of this enterprise, 
age for a young man thus to place him- I hazzard nothing in saying, that no 
self before the public as a mark for car- person has visited either of thesubordin- 
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ate Divisions in this city, without feel-jny of us, who have not good reason to 
ing upon his heart a crushing and sadden- j believe that the best influences of the 
ing sense of the absence of that beauty? j Order have been prostituted and corrupt- 
propriety and solemnity of action, with | ed there, to an extent which is absolute- 
which we are all taught to expect that ly ruinous and crushing to the cause at 
their deliberations should be character- j large. I beg you to understand that I 
ised. With scarce an exception, the j have no pleasure in these remarks, but 
Divisions throughout this city are occu- j am rather grieved and pained to think 
pied during their weekly sittings, in bit- j that there should exist any necessity for 
ter wranglings, heart-burnings and at- j their use, Or truth in them when made, 
tempted wrongs and frauds amongst the) The producing causes to all this, are 
respective members, to the totaldisregard, j plain to me, and are simply these : Un- 


not to say utter contempt for the grand, j 
material points in their obligations, that j 
are absolutely disgraceful to the parties, 
implicated, and are rapidly bringing dis- 
grace and contempt upon the Order at 
large. Nor is the Grand Division any| 
better. Nay, it is in a worse condition. 
That body is properly the head of the \ 
Order in this state — from it, emanates j 
all |,he laws by which the minor Divis- j 
ions are governed, and to its de libera- ; 
tions they all look with eager anxiety for J 
guidance in their workings — counten-j 
ance and support in their virtuous labors, $ 
and a kind, generous spirit of fraternal ; 
counselling in all their wanderings from 
the devious line of duty pointed out to j 
them. As a matter of course, then, it ; 
is expected of that Body, that they should 
rise superior to all sensual and disgrace- \ 
ful considerations — that their delibera- j 
tions should alone be governed by that j 
great law, the essence of which is love 
— that, they should indignantly frown 
down every low and miserable attempt j 
to secure the adoption of any measure by 
means of fraud, and that they should : 
strive so to shape their actions as to sat- ; 
isfy the world that they were worthy of 
the exhalted trust reposed in them. — 
Those of us, however, who are familiar; 
with its history in this jurisdiction, know 
that its councellings present a very differ- ? 
ent feature from this ; nor are there ma- 


der our present organization, we have bui 
one general place of meeting, and that 
is the Division room. Upon that floor, 
every one — the man of truth and purity, 
and he who feeds on slander, as flies feed 
on putrescence — the man of virtuous im- 
pulses, who has succeeded in throwing 
from his soul the shadow of a darkening 
sin, and he who is perhaps yet fresh from 
the field of Bacchus, and irresolute 
whether he will remain or retrace his 
steps — are all upon a level, and all alike 
sovereign rulers in the Order. With all 
these discordent elements at work, and 
with virtually no restraining influence 
to check the vicious m their outrages, it 
is evident that troubles will occur, and 
that a hot war w*ill rage between the base 
for mastery, and the pure for the proper 
regulation of the Order — a war which 
must inevitably result in the withdraw- 
al of the good man from the association, 
and a clear field to the opposing force — 
leaving them full opportunity to turn 
upon themselves, (for the atmosphere 
which such persons breathe is emphat- 
ically one of strife,) and to fight until 
the whole break up in a row, and toss 
the Order to the winds ! This result is 
plain — it is inevitable, and its foreshad- 
owing is already at hand. Yet there is 
a remedy for all this, and an effective 
one too. If we had our regularly estab- 
lished grades — stages of trial in the Or- 
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der, regularly organized and at work, all carelessness which prevails in our nndst, 
this difficulty could be obviated. You those degrees must, in all their organic 
should engraft upon this Order, three or features, be as “ distinct as the billow ” — 
four, or better still, six Degrees — regular whilst, when regarded as a whole, they 
gradations of promotion, into none of should be “ one as the sea.” In addition 
which the member could gain admit- to all this, it will be of the last impor- 
tance, until he had proven by his good tance, that you stamp strongly upon each 
conduct in the lower, that he was worthy of them, the unerring evidence of a prac- 
of promotion to the one next above , — tical and fraternal benificence ; nor must 
And in blocking out these degrees, it you neglect to see, that, whilst they bear 
will behoove you to see that the full light the promises of peace and love to the 
of the Bible is shed upon them, and that elect, that they also contain within them- 
they are all based upon those grand ele- selves, the unerring bolt and thunder for 
mentary truths in religion and morality, those who wander wilfully from the line 
which now meet the approbation of all of their duty. In this way, you will 
Christendom, otherwise you will find give tone and caste to the Order at large, 
your work, as this Order now is, begrim- and in rendering it valuable for good, you 
ned and slurred by the slow and track- will succeed in malking it an object 


ing mark of the slimy snail of infidelity, j which will be sought by the world ; and 
the merest contact with which, ever! you will soon notice a deep and earnest 
dooms such enterprises to inevitable in- j incentive to good conduct, exercising its 
famy and death. Your every day’s expe- j healthy influence upon the mind of the 
rience will teach you that the muddied; member, under which we shall find him 
pool is not purified in an hour — nor is the busy in his labors of love, and eager for 
active participant in the lowest shades advancement, in order that he might 
of vice, ever transformed on the moment j prove to the world around him, that he 
to the zealous and earnest doer of good. < too had a perfect title to respectability. — 
It will, therefore, be important that you j I am sure that I do not overrate the influ- 
determine cautiously, how long you will j ence of this stimulant, for you well know 
retain the novitiate in his state of chrys- ; how strong is the thirst for a knowledge 


alis, and what series of lessons and ad- j of the mysteries belonging to the inner 
monitions he will have to undergo, be- 
fore he is admitted to the enjoyment of 
the privileges and advantages attached to 
the highest points of the Order. Around j to secure the jewel of a virtuous reputa- 
the whole of this system, innumerable tion, which, if it had not been lost, the 
checks must be thrown, by means of ; possession of it had at least been serious- 


chamber of other societies, and it is but 
fair to presume that here , it would be in- 
calculably increased by a laudable desire 


which you may wisely, but firmly, apply : ly endangered. 

the corrective when it is needed ; and \ As a matter of course, the evidence of 


along the whole line, a continued series 'membership to these different stages of 
of consecutive promptings to virtue must \ advaijcement in the order, would be found 


be blended, which will enable you, in- j in the knowledge of the peculiar grips, 
ductively, to lead the neophyte into that j pass- words, signs and tokens incident 
course of life which you wish him per- j thereto, the possession of which would 
manently to pursue. The better to guard j guarantee to the member the enjoyment 
them from that too general looseness and S of the advantages which this Order is 
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professedly designed to furnish him, hut 
from the healthy possession of which, he 
is now effectually debarred. Amongst 
the most prominent of the advantages 
to be derived from this change, would be 
power to hold social intercourse with his 
brethren when from home — the authori- 
ty to demand assistance and protection 
in his adversity — the possession of a cer- 
tain and positive means through which 
be might clearly warn a brother of ap- 
proaching danger, or by which he might 
encourage him in his good work when 
hesitating and doubting whether he 
should continue or not, and last, tho’ not 
least, would come the sweet conviction, 
that his family would not be left penni- 
less and friendless upon the cold chari- 
ties of the world, should it please God to 
call him at an unexpected hour from his 
labors. 

The particular government of the Or- 
der when thus arranged — as well as its 
general supervision — I would entrust to 
a separate lodge composed of a proper 
number of persons selected from the 
highest degree. To this body I would 
cheerfully yield the management of our 
interests, because I would be satisfied 
that it would alone be composed of those 
who were worthy of the trust reposed in 
them, nor would its sanctity be subject to 
tht imputation that its high places were 
filled by those who were morally unwor- 
thy of the position , or intellectually in- 
competent to the discharge of the duties 
attached thereto ! From such a body as 
this, we should look for nobler and purer 
labors than a miserable scramble for place 
or emoluments of Office, npr should we 
ever dread that they would seek to bend 
the gentle influences of the cause, to the ; 
impure and unholy purposes of individ- 
ual aggrandizement. Of course, the Ju- 
risdiction of this Lodge would be local in 
its character, and confined to the pecu- 


liar state in which it might exist. ^Should 
the interests of the Order require it, we 
could easily select from this Lodge, or 
from the Order at large as you might 
deem best, suitable persons to represent 
this State in its proper capacity during 
the setting of the National Lodge. 

I am satisfied that there is both intel- 
lect and energy enough in this City to 
construct the workings of such an Order, 
as is here suggested, and I hold it to be 
your duty that it should be done, and 
done at once. Let it not be said that 
we must wait the tardy and uncertain 
action of the East, and trust the success 
of this enterprise to them. If this coutse 
be resorted to, I tell you that you may 
strain your eye-lids until they crack, but 
you will look in vain for its coming 
from that source; fora renovation that will 
give the cause anything like that perma- 
nency which it deserves. Around that 
portion of the country a thick prejudice 
of Anti-Masonry lowers, which will ef- 
fectually shut out from this Order those . 
features which can alone save- it from 
ruin. Nor, if the truth must out, have I 
any patience with those who think that 
I we must of necessity import from that 
region all our ideas and theories, as 
well as our clothes and our hard- ware. I 
yield to that section the honorable meed 
of great intelligence and sublimated pu- 
rity ; but I utterly deny that we have not 
in our midst many as great as they. Yet, 
touching close upon this matter, there is 
one material fact which must not be 
overlooked, and that fact lies in the state- 
ment, that if you search the world over 
you will find that the purest plans, and 
the most effective as well, which have 
ever been organized with the view to 
man’s advancement in morals, have had 
their origin with those who occupied 
what is termed the middle or working 
[classes of life, and as an illustration of 
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this fact, it is believed that I may cite \ road to success. Appreciating the be- 
you to the venerable founder of this inevolent object had in view by the mem- 
Order in this country, as a case in point, j bers to that Order, they have watched it 
The man of massive, sledge-hammer in- j closely from its dawn in the East, and 
tellect, not less than he of more meteor- j have followed its workings with anxious 
ic brilliancy, usually entertains but little j hearts to its broad course in this region, 
sympathy or feeling in common with; The attention which they have given to 
the masses, and therefore never “ lets it, has enabled them to see that there does 
himself down ” to an earnest considera- j exist an absolute and crying want for a 
tion of their wants but by an effort which ; change in all its features, and they are wil- 
is irk-some, strained and laborious, un- , ling to take the matter in hand with the 
der which his labors are fruitless and val- ! view that future evil maybe avoided, even 
ueless. But he who jostles his fellow at ; if they cannot remedy that which is alrea- 
every step — whose mind is daily, nay dy done. Besides these, there are hundreds 
hourly attracted by the various shades of: of others who have willingly signified 
affluence and want, happiness and mis- j their intention to connect themselves 
sery, which the ever changing scenes of; with the Order as soon as this change is 
life present, is prepared to enter at once i effected, amongst whorft there are many 
and effectually, upon any plan having for \ who have never before approached our 
its object the more general dissemination 5 Altars, and we are now induced to be- 
of the blessings and comforts of peace ;lieve that the deadly prejudice which 
and virtue. Admitting then, for the mo- j has so long weighed the cause to the 
ment, that the citizens of the East are ; earth will be removed and that we shall 


our superiors, it does not follow as a ne- be prepared to present a common point 
cessary consequence that they are 4>etter: around which every shade and phase of 


prepared than we to accomplish this j character may meet with propriety and 


work in a manner which will ensure safety. 

its success, or that if they were so pre- , At present, the naturally temperate 
pared, that they would engage in it. But man is kept from its folds because of 
their moral, or intellectual superiority, I j the offensive character which the Or- 
again utterly deny ; and I think that such . for bears, as an association of exhausted 
a concentration of virtuous character; inebriates, not less than by a knowledge 
and intellectual acumen, will be brought j 0 f its utter inefficiency. They are un- 
to bear upon this point, as will serve to J willing to connect themselves with, and 
t °° to bear the burthen of supporting an as- 

sociation, which, while it subjects them 
to questioning and hypocritical inuendo, 
offers nothing in return that is valuable 
or effective for good, and they therefore 
seek admission into other Orders. Nor 
is it to be denied that these causes ope- 
rate with increased force upon tbe par- 
tial or confirmed drinker, super-added 
to which, is the prejudice which he bears 


is without a knowledge of the matter. — ! 
We have not gone blindly or heedlessly? 
to work tn this undertaking, nor have we ' 
failed to give it that heartfelt and settled; 
attention which it merits. It has been ; 
submitted to some of the first gentlemen ■ 
of this City, all of whom have, without; 
exception, cheerfully promised to “ put \ 
their shoulders to the wheel,” and have ! 


undertaken to “ work with a will,” un- ; to the Order naturally suggested by the 
til the cause was fairly met on the , consciousness of his vicious habits. Let 
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it once be understood, however, that the this, that you will be enabled, through 
Order is prepared to make its promise a succession of familiar, yet striking les- 
good — to afford assistance — relief — pro- sons, gradually to disclose to the novi- 
tection and counsel to its members, and, tiate not only the character of the vice 
while its essential character of a Tempe- which is cramping his energies, and de- 
rance Association, will remain untouch- j stroying his usefulness, but also to hold 
ed and uneflfected, it will, in assuming [out in bright perspective before him, the 
the character of a Mutual Insurance Com- beautiful groves and flowery fields which 
pany, offer an attraction to which thous- surroundthe Courts of Honor, to the per- 
ands would gladly yield, who otherwise feet enjoyment of which he is earnestly 
could never be brought within the reach solicited. I cannot repeat too often, or 
of its sublime and beautiful teachings, | too strongly, that in this way alone, can 
and amongst the number, there will j the “ Order of the Sons of Temperance ” 
doubtlessly be found many of those for j be purified, and it is by this means a- 
whose presence here to-night you are so lone, that we can arouse its members to 
anxious. that earnest and zealous interest in its 

Nor yet would its value be tested in? success which is so necessary to ensure 
the numbers who may join it from that its perpetuation, or by which it is pos- 
class who are naturally temperate and < sible that the full measure of the rich 
virtuous — whose habits, tastes, appe- j benefits which it is calcalated to shed 
tites and passions are pure, and who j upon society at large can be realised. Of 
have been reared under the influence o^jthis fact I do not entertain a doubt, and 
proper tuterage, for they will seek its j I beg that you will also give it you bear- 
advantages in obedience to an inherent ty attention. 

law of their nature which they could not j But suppose this conjecture — if you 
disobey if they would ! On the contra- J please — should not be realized, do we 
ry, its character for virtuous usefulness 5 not need such a re-organization even for 
will be found in the multitudes of those j those who are now with us ? To such 
who will be induced by it, to raise them-; of you as belong, to that Order, this 
selves from the mire and slough into j question is unnecessary; for you know 
which they had fallen, and to shake offj that there we are virtually without the 
from their souls the incalculable weight; shadow of a chance for relief in case of 
of degradation and sin which intemper-j accident. Let a stranger — nay let the 
ance ever entails open its victims— that j Head of the Order in the U. S. (and I 


they may seek once again to breathe an ! am told he is in this City) — knock at 


atmosphere of dignity, purity and vir- the door of your Division Room without 
tue ! . h ; s card or pass- word, how — I ask — how, 

In no other way under Heaven can you < is he to make himself known to you ? — 
secure that hold upon the heart of the j Do you know ? Or admit that he has 
inebriate, by which you can lead him, both his card and his pass-word — what 
step by step, from the purlieus of sin - guarantee have you, that he is not an 
and degradation in which he was wont; imposter and has not filched some sleep- 


to dwell, and place him upon that firm Sing “ son” of his charm wherewith to 
and lasting basis of virtuous integrity j unlock the door whjch separates him 


which you wish him to occupy. It is • from your midst ? Have you any, earth- 
only by the adoption of a system such as \ ly ? what test have you of his virtue ? 
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any ? If you have none, then the charm j there be that she would have her bruised 
— the secrecy of the signal, is of no avail, heart supported by the soothing influ- 
and its value is not that of a grot ! But ences of an affectionate sympathy — what 
we need scarce go from home for illus- encouragement would there be given to 
trations of the utter worthlessness of our wipe the scalding tear from her eye, and 
so-called safe guards. Let us come into! to feel that she was not desolate as thos,e 
your midst; Let a brother — nay one of are who have no friends — what room 
you, be stricken down by disease — what for hope would be given her, that her 
are the chances that he will derive sup- children would be clothed, reared and 
port from his Division ? Are there any educated until they were able to protect 
in this City — or at least are there more themselves ? Is there any — is there the 
than two, prepared to furnish it, and do shadow of a chance that any of these 
they even furnish to the full extent of the promises will ever be made to her, or if 
amount allowed ? made, ever realised ? Dare you answer 

Nay does the Order, as such, extend uhat there is? And yet, you must re- 
that assistance — by far the most valua- member that all this you have pledged 
ble and acceptable on most occasions — your honor to do ! 
of friendly offices and attention in cases Contrast the situation of that Order, 
of sickness ? How many relief commit- in this respect, with either of the others 
tees have you formed, and what have to which I have alluded, and you will 
they done ? How many committees of j have cause to blush with shame and mor- 
visitation have you appointed, and how Uification, that you should have had the 
have their duties been performed ? What effrontry to hold such promises out to 
proportion of your receipts have you set the public ear. If you wish to know 
apart for the Widows and Orphans fund \ their power to furnish relief, go to the 
— what appropriations have you made j plains and mountains of Mexico — follow 
from your assets on hand for the relief of j our little army through all the dreadful 
the sick and distressed strangers? Dare privations and dangers to which it was 
you answer? Is it thus with the “Odd- subjected — question those who were 
Fellows” — do the Masons thus comply/ present when the deadly messengers of 
with the teachings of their Ritual ? — Re- j War were hurtling through the air, and 
member, that " Faith without works is ask who it was that was most ready and 
dead,” and that that Public to whom j happy to lose all consciousness of self, 
you look for countenance and support, is . when ministering to the wants of a sick- 
now sitting in judgment upon you, and ened and wounded comrade. Nay, visit 
that you are in danger of being de- j the great emporium of the south, during 
nounced as those ,fc who show no mercy to the terrible ravages of the cholera or fe- 
the widow, and do no good to the father- J er, and ask who it is that is most distin- 
less!” Be warned in time, I pray you. But I guished for his philanthropy and benevo- 
have not done yet. Let the ice of death lence in that crushing hour of gloom and 
seize upon a brother’s vains, and freeze death-join the crowds that hourly come 
the warm current of his soul — to whom, and go upon their mournful errands to 
think you, would the world look for the the Tomb, and see of what character of 
rites of his sepulchre — to whom would persons they are composed — look into 
his widow apply for solace and comfort that darkened room, and ask what man- 
— tb you think you ? What chance would ner of man is that, who bends and watch- 
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es with a brothers devotion, over the 
emaciated wretch stricken down upon 
the bed before him : Ask the penniless 
stranger from whose ready stores he de- 
rived most and freest relief, and you 
will receive from each of them, an an- 
swer which will make your very heart 
ache, that you should have dared to hold 
yourself in comparison with the man to 
whom your attention will be called. And 
yet — mark the fact ! — and yet, the nature 
of that man was no purer or nobler than 
yours ! These services are thus cheer- 
fully made, because of the beautiful ef- 
fect which his associations in the Lodge 
Room have upon his heart, accompanied 
by the conviction that the same atten- 
tions would be at his command, should 
necessity require them. If you would 
seek stronger evidence of this truth, en- 
ter this Lodge Room, and you find that 
no appeal to their sympathy or charity is 
passed unheeded by, — no object of sor- 
row or want is ever turned empty away. 
Instead of frittering away their time in 
senseless and heartless slander and vitu- 
peration, you see them moving harmo- 
niously under the sweet influences of 
Charity and brotherly love — ever sympa- 
thising with the suffering, exercising for- 
bearance and gentleness with the err- 
ing, and happiest only when an oppertu- 
nity is presented for them 

t( To place the finger upon the lip of care, 

And bid it complain no more !” 

Such is the institution to the supreme ex- 
cellence of which I would fain arouse 
your emulation, and I am satisfied that 
it needs but the wish on your part to at- 
tain it, and the work will be accomplish- 
ed. 

The members of that Order who are 
present, well know that this is far ; 
from being a ‘ mere picture of the brain,’ 
and I hope that they will so regard it. — ; 
Had my only object been a wish tol 

2 


“ tickle your fancies,” you may rest as- 
sured that some more pleasing and quiet 
a theme would have been selected, and 
that I should have taken good care to 
avoid the thorns and briars which close 
upon the path I am treading. Indeed I 
came not here to night for any such 
purpose. No one more than myself knows 
how ungrateful is the task which requires 
me to tell you that this fair edifice which 
has been reared with so much care, is 
doomed to crumble and to ruin by rea- 
son of its imperfections, and that the 
fond hopes which its appearance aroused 
in the hearts of the Nation are to meet 
with inevitable disappointment. This 
task I have approached with reluctance 
and with full consciousness of my uttef 
inability to give it that attentive consid- 
eration which it merits at our hands. 

Accidentally made acquainted with 
the exciting scenes which have marked 
its counsels during the past year, I was led 
to an investigation of the causes which 
produced them, the result of which 
was a settled conviction on my mind 
that they were produced by an organic 
weakness in the Order itself, and that the 
effect of this, would sooner or or later be 
found in the positive destruction of the 
association. Contrasting the Order thro’- 
out all its workings with others with 
which I had become more or less famil- 
iar, I saw at once the point on which the 
objection rested, and called your atten- 
tion to it early in the past spring— a gen- 
eral and decided sanction by the Order 
was given to the position which I had ta- 
ken, and many promises were made that 
the error should be corrected at once, yet 
— nothing was done ! Meanwhile, the 
elements of discord and ruin were left to 
unrestrained liberty, and you may now 
see their strength in the lamentable pros- 
tration of the Order around you. I have 
reason to believe that the same causes 
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are operating with like effect at other j you may see the exact position of the 
points, and that this melancholy state of Order alluded to, and that you might be 
affairs is by no means confined to this! prepared to act understandingly in the 
Jurisdiction. But whether this is so j premises. There are many of us who 
now or not, is a matter of perfect indif- \ believe that there is not only enough of 
ference ; for there is nothing clearer to i vitality left in its organization to enable 
my mind, than the fact that the Order- us to secure its resuscitation, but also to 
throughout the Union will present the ) give it an impetus which will render it 
same phase by the close of the coming f ar more beneficial and lasting in its op- 
year, or sooner if the novelty of its work- j erations than it ever yet has been. And 
ings shall have sooner subsided. to subserve this end the more effectual- 

It is the part of wisdom to prepare for ly> suppose you add to the Order, when 
danger when we see it coming, and I • arranged on the plan I have here sugges- 
therefore earnestly trust that the breth- j ted, the additionial feature of a grand 
ren will shake off that deadly lethargy Savings Institution, with chartered priv- 
which seems to have seized upon them, j ileges — but so guarded by statutary and 
and meet the crisis with that energy , penal provisions as to keep it within its 
and zeal which the occasion requires. — \ legitimate sphere, and thus secure to the 
It is not doubted that the cause is a pure j depositor the amounts justly due him. — * 
one, or that its influence has been of a j Through the aid of such an Institution as 
most healthy and beneficial character. — j this, you may safely say to the individ- 
It has brought “ healing on its wings ” ual who has wasted the prime of his life 
to many a lonely and desponding soul — j in practices worse than vicious — who 
has driven the traces of care from many (has burnt from his heart nearly all of 
a clouded brow — has sent peace and com- j those ennobling and estimable lessons of 
fort to many a desolate hearth-stone — j virtue which his mother essayed so earn- 
has lighted with the sparkling fire ofjestly to stamp upon it in his early life — 
Hope, the dull and lifeless eye of many \ who has lived down nearly the whole of 
a distracted mother — has given bright- j every sentiment in his character which 
ness and melody to the voice of many a j was pure and elevated — who has squan- 
mourning child; but its force is well dered his means in riotous living — who 
nigh lost — its buoyant wave has broken \ has reduced himself, morally, intellec- 
upon the shore, and its strength is buried tually, physically and pecuniarily to the 
in the motionless sea of indifference ! — degradation of the foulest and most loath- 
Shall we let it rest here, or shall we? some pauper who treads our streets — 
gather its forces once more together, and ' come to us , and we will show you how 
send them back with renewed vigor to j easy a thing it is to act honorably — to be 
the point whence they came, and thus ; virtuous — to save your money, and to 
add fresh beauty to the cause ? This ; fill your house-hold once again with the 
question you must answer, and I hesi- \ comforts, nay with the elegancies of life ! 
tate not in the conviction that you will! We will teach you how easy a thing it 
answer it properly. — (is to become independent — to have mo- 

My Brethren . I am well aware that I j ney always — to bring upon your heart 
have indulged in a train of remark little the happy reflection resulting from a 
suited to this room, yet this course has knowledge that you are ever provided 
been taken solely with the view that for the exigencies and misfortunes inci- 
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dent to your life. You have heretofore without this lazaret of vice, and open, 
wildly and foolishly given your last dol- J one by one, to his view, the doors which 
lar, or your last dime, to the merciless gradually lead to the inner court of that 
thirst which has destroyed you — but we j Temple , which none have ever entered 
will point you to a place in which you without the exhiliration of joy — or left 
may safely deposit your weekly or daily without the hopeless despondency of the 
earnings, secure in the conviction that doomed ! 

they shall be answerable to your check, j I s if too much to say that under these 
whenever your child needs a new bonnet ; promises— these inducements to virtuous 
—your wife anew dress, or your table ! economy—' we shall find thousands march- 
should require replenishing ! Such may j ing up to the counter, and depositing the 
be our promises, promises which we may ^ sums .which they have heretofore been in 
assuredly make good, to him who is ah! the habit of squandering idly and ruth- 
ready regarded as a hopeless victim to j lessly ? Is it too much to say that in 
that vice — but how much stronger will' this new feature we shall be prepared to 
be the inducements, because they will! offer another, and a stronger link than 
be the more apparent to his healthier in- j has ever yet been offered, to bind the 
telle ct, which we shall be enabled to of- member to his pledge ? Remember that 
fer to the young man who is yet but as these Temperance Associations have 
the novitiate to this abominable custom. | died, and have scarcely left a trace be- 
We can point him to its thousand loath- < hind them, solely from a want of every 
some, yet breathing monuments, which i principle of* vitality in their Organiza- 
dot our highways, and warn him against \ ri° n , anc t that the one now under con- 
the danger which threatens him. We j sideration, although vastly more effic- 
can take him, whilst the sweet impres- 
sion of youthful virtue linger yet around 
his heart, and bid him answer the beck- 
oning? of the presiding genius of our 
cause, to the end that by depositing his 
salary, mite by mite , if it needs must be 
thus small, he may lay up in stoie, a sum 
which, by the time he has reached the 
full maturity of manhood, will be suffic- 
ient for a beginning on which he may 
safely predicate the more enlarged ad- 
ventures which his ripened judgment 
may suggest to him. And we may give 
much force to this, by the other lesson 
that the Ocean is made up of drops — the 
Earth of particles — the broad belt of glo- 
rious light which the^sun daily sheds up- 
on the world, is formed of points so min- 
ute .that it would be in vain to attempt 
to measure them, even if we could ever 
fasten them on an object. We may thfls 
win him by mild and gentle means from 


tent ana penect man any wmen nas pre- 
ceeded it, is failing from the same great 
cause — remember this, I say, and be 
warned in time ! Having found this 
system to operate advantageously, and 
having seen the Institution when thus 
arranged, spreading its thousands of arms 
over every hill and valley — through ev- 
ery hamlet, village, town and city of 
the Union, proselyting its thousands and 
tens of thousands to its glorious indu- 
ces — filling its Treasuries with its thous- 
ands upon thousands of dollars which 
come in the shape of Initiations, Dues, 
Fines and Deposi tings — suppose we then 
add the additional and grander idea of a 
mutual system of Life Insurance, under 
which the member may take out his Pol- 
icy for three, or five or ten thousand dol 
lars — checking the premiums payable 
thereon from the several sums deposited 
; to his credit — and hold the sum thus In- 
; sured to him, for the benefit of his wife. 


Digitized by LjOOQLe 



20 


PROPOSITION FOR A NEW TEMPERANCE ORGANIZATION. 


his children or his mother ? Take care 
to see that to the usual and customary 
causes of forfeiture provided for in such 
Policies, you add the additional one of! 
habitual Intemperance, and imagine, if 
you can, the influence which this fact 
would have over the mind of applicants 
— see how gladly he would catch at the 
idea of thus securing a comfortable sub- 
sistence for those to whom he is thus 
dearly bound, after he shall have gone 
from tjiis world’s theatre ! Let your \ 


the brands from the burning ” that he is 
serving best to ennoble his own great cause 
in the estimation of the world ? If none 
such there be, then why not give your 
heart to the enterprise, and bend the en- 
ergies of your mind to its completion ! 
As I have said before, we have both the 
intellect and the energy around us to ac- 
complish this work, and I hold it as 
your duty to see that the work is done ! 
Surely there is no cause more worthy 
the attention of the philanthropist — no 


mind dwell upon this feature — let it eat j object purer or more sublime, than this 
into your soul — let your thoughts feed \ effort to relieve your fellow man from so 
upon it, until it becomes apart of your j merciless a thraldom as the sin of In- 
very nature, for you may rest assured that \ temperance imposes upon its victims ! 
a grander idea can never attract your at- My Brethren. I am aware that it illy 
tention. Now I ask is this chimerical — (becomes me to advise such an audience 
is this the dreaming of an overheated < as this, but I beg to say that if this work 
imagination ? Look at your own Order, | should be undertaken by you, (and you 
and you will find that you are now count- rest assured that or kter it 

ing your members by hundreds of thous- 6e don< b the members of this 0r . 
an^ and your revenue by your millions N b Qrder tQ insure a successful issue 
of dollars, and that too, be it remember- 1 
ed, within the life-time of the venerable 


the 


to your labors, you must observe 

cu. wumu me mc-iuuc ui me vcucjamc j , , , j j • n 

„ . . . . ln , . greatest possible care and prudence m all 

founder of the cause m the United States! f. ml r 


your actions. Take warning from the 
past, and be not ambitious ; for we learn 
that through this sin Angels have been 


Is such an idea as this, visionary with 
your Order — nay do, you not know that 
this matter is even now attracting the , _ _ _ 

earnest attention of our brotherhood J destroyed-how then can man expect to 

broad, and that the conviction is strong- P rofit * t? Seek rather to be influ- 
ly entertained by many that these fea- enced b 7 that humiht y of f ul ' 
tures will soon be engrafted on the Or- while h induces the m “ d / 10 . bow in f 
der of Odd Fellows? If it be possible humble sub *™ n to tbe decisions of 
here-why may it not be equally so the majority, yet etherealises and exhalts !t 
with the Order of which I speak ? Is the j unt ^ it shall become in purity equal to 
cause which it advocates less worthy of tbat * be seraphim. Sedulously strive 
public countenance, sympathy or support j t° establish the great fact that this ad- 
than the one in which we are engaged — j venture is by no means antagonistical in 
nay is it not the very embodiment of our . spirit to the workings of the Order 


own giorious work in another dress? — which you seek to purify, but that it is 
Then why may it not be attempted — nay intended rather as the strongest auxilia- 
ry may it not be consummated to perfec- \ *7 f° rce which can possibly exist, and 
tion ! Breathes there an Odd Fellow, j that you are ready at any moment to 
whose heart is so dead to all the refining ; loose your identity therein, whenever the 
and elevating teachings of his ritual, as j desired changes in its organization shall 
not to see that in aiding thus to “ pluck > have properly been perfected. By this 
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means you may successfully combat the 
strongest argument which may or can be 
raised against the undertaking, for there 
are many hundreds — perhaps thousands 
— who would join you where this fact is 
clearly known, but who would reject 
your approaches with indignation if it 
was believed that you were endeavoring 
to sap the foundation of a cause which 
they may think has been attended with 
the most beneficial results wherever it 
has gone. Profit by the eloquent lesson 
which the condition of the Order now 
gives you, and watch with jealous eye 
all who manifest a disposition to intro- 
duce into your counsels the harshness 
and malevolence of the slanderer, and be 
careful to grind that passion under your 
heel the instant that it is presented in 
such a shape that you may reach it. — 
Should it be your misfortune to meet one 
of those, who, aping the self-sufficiency 
(but neglecting the studious research) of! 
the great German philosopher Lessing are | 
unwilling to accept the truth, evenj 
though it were offered by the hand of; 
God himself, but prefer always to regard 
as facts, only such points as they may 
have had the credit to discover — shut 
your doors upon them at once , for the 
sooner you are quit of these, the better 
for you and y«ur cause. Their presence 
any where and every where is a curse, 
and the influence which they exercise, 
disorganizing and destructive to the last 
degree. We have too many such around 
us, and it is deeply to be regretted that 
so large a number should have found 
their way into the counsels of that Order. 
Avoid all bitterness of thought or speech 
— frown down all attempts to identify 
your cause with the prevailing factions 
of the day, and be careful that you make 
‘thine eyes to look right on, and to keep 
thine eye-lids straight before thee,’ to 
the end that your attention may not be 
distracted from the great work in which 


you are engaged. Cultivate amongst 
yourselves the strongest fraternal feeling, 
for without this tie, your labors will be 
distracted and of no avail, and besides 
your Order will present the appearance 
of a house divided against itself and will 
therefore meet with no public favor. — 
Strive to stamp a deep tone of dignity 
and impressiveness upon all your actions 
— fan high the flame of virtuous emula- 
tion amongst your brethren, for with- 
out these it is impossible that you should 
expect them to cherish that zealous in- 
terest in your cause which alone can give 
the surest promise of success. Temper 
your judgments with charity and mercy, 
for you may not know what temptation 
the erring brother may have had to con- 
tend with — nor are you safe in the con- 
viction that you will not come under the 
ban of your brother’s displeasure. Re- 
turn not railing and calumny from with- 
out, in the same coin : but submit with 
patience to persecution if it should be 
visited upon you — remembering that man 
is never great until he has known “how 
sweet are the uses of adversity”. — nor 
does his character ever bear the true im- 
| press of Christian nobility, until he has 

i schooled himself into the practice of for- 
bearance and liberality while resting un- 
der the 

< Oppressors wrong, or the proud man’s contumely’ 

My Brethren. It were idle for me to 
attempt to say to you how sensible I am 
of my utter inability to do this matter 
justice. The more I dwell upon it, the 
greater the theme becomes : and even 
when I had supposed that the matter 
surely must be exhausted, I found my- 
self only upon its threshold, with a vast 
field of indescribable and inexpressible 
beauties yet before me to explore. When 
the subject first presented itself to my 
mind I thought it a labor which any man 
might accomplish, but when I began to 
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approach it, the undertaking grew more ( nerat ion of the world at large. Nor 
and more difficult, until at last a moun- need she fear — as I hope she would scorn 
tain loomed up before me, so vast and to do — that she would be raising up a 
grand in all its perfections, that I shrank rival which at some future day might dis- 
back amazed and confounded as I con tern- j pute her title to supremacy, for her po- 
plated the utter impossibility of my reach- \ sition now is one so proud and pure as to 
ing its topmost peak. Yet if I should place her beyond the reach of envy, and 
have succeeded so far as to arouse your to secure her forever from the assaults of 
attention to the importance of the ad- j those who might wish to injure her. — 
venture, I shall deem myself more than; No! Thrones may blaze, principalities 
paid for the labor which I have given it, j may wax weak and dim, nations may be 
for 1 feel assured that there are in your j convulsed — Peace may fly with horror 
midst many a strong arm and steady J and dismay from the face of Gods Earth, 
brain which can surmount every one of j but so long as there live two beating 
the difficulties that may obstruct the j hearts to answer each others -throb, so 
pathway to the crowning point of the long shall the genius of Odd Fellowship 
work — and in aiding this glorious cause, find a home with man, and so long shall 
Odd Fellowship will add another and > she be revered as the chief association of 
a brighter jem to the coronal of Jewels I those who catch their inspiration from 
which adorns her brow, and will impress j Heaven, and delight in the Offices of 
upon the public mind a deeper sense of > Chnrity and Love 1 
her claims to the respectful love and ve- 
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Effects of the Traffic upon the Community, s 

Oic this topic we can only refer to a few 
of the more direct consequences resulting 
from the inhuman traffic in strong drinks. 
To pursue them in all their melancholy and 
fatal details would fill volumes. The his- 
tory of intemperance has never been, and 
never will be, written. A few of the im- 
perfect outlines, only, have been sketched ; 
the surface has been surveyed, but the great 
deep has not been fathomed. Enough is 
known to awaken in the patriotic bosom a 
yearning anxiety far the safety of his coun- 
try. Enough is revealed to arouse the 
sympathies of the philanthropic heart. — 
Enough is obvious to make the Christian 
“weep when he remembers Zion.” In- 
temperance utterly destroys “whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever thing are lovely, whatso- 
ever things are of good report.” 

The fact that more than four-fifths of the 
misery, poverty and crime in our State, are 
the legitimate results of the liquor traffic, 
is recorded in bold and legible characters 
upon the walls of every lazar-house, asy- 
lum and prison in the land. Go, gather 
from their inmates their solemn, unbought, 
and often dying testimony, and you will 
learn enough to denounce the traffic as the 
chief of villanies. The reports before us 
furnish a volume of evidence that intem- 
perance “is the terror that walketh in 
darkness, the destruction that wasteth at/ 
noon-day.” The cholera, that “ scourge of 
God,” was not so desolating, nor the small- 
pox so loathsome. Did war, pestilence or 
famine prove half so destructive to the phy- 
sical, intellectual and moral welfare of man 
—did they waste as much money — were 


they as prodigal of health, character, hap- 
piness and life, • as intemperance — the na- 
tions would turn pale, and the human fam- 
ily would be clad in sackcloth. Fifty 
thousand of our own countrymen are an- 
nually laid upon the sacrificial altar — sol 4 
like cattle in the shambles to the rum- 
sellers, those agents of the Devil, those 
monuments of God’s forbearance and man’s 
iniquity, who, like beasts of prey, stand 
upon the necks of their fellow-men and 
suck the life-blood from their prostrate 
victims. 

The statistics furnished prove, beyond 
controversy, that four-fifths of the pauper- 
ism, and seven-tenths of the crimes, and a 
large proportion of sudden and horrid 
deaths, in Ohio, are traceable, directly or in- 
directly, to the liquor traffic. 

A Division in Licking county says : “ It 
has cost more, by $44 31, to support the 
paupers, made so by intemperance, in this 
township, than those made paupers by all 
other causes. We recollect no criminal 
case which has not been caused by intoxi- 
cating liquors ; the husband and father have 
fallen by the hand of violence.” 

A Division in Miami county reports : 
“ Nine-tenths of the crimes committed, are 
traceable to intemperance 5 seventeen have 
died by the excessive use of strong drinks ; 
and four deeds of violence, resulting in 
death, within the last ten years, in this 
town.” 

A Division in Delaware county says: 
“ All the crimes committed, all, or nearly 
all, our disturbances, litigations and law- 
suits, are caused by liquor.” 

Marietta Division says : “ The number of 
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paupers in our county poor-house is fifty- 
six. The cause of pauperism in thirty-four 
of these cases i9 intemperance. One-half 
of the entire annual expense of our county 
courts, is the result of criminal prosecu- 
tions, which would be unknown but for 
this vice.” 

A Division in Morgan county says: 
“ We find, on examination of the township 
books, that, within the last five years, there 
have been fourteen paupers upon the town, 
at an expense of $1200 ; all, except one, 
became paupers through the direct influ- 
ence of intemperance.” 

Another Division says : (c We have had 
forty-one deeds of violence, fourteen sud- 
den deaths, and two suicides, from intem- 
perance.” 

At Akron, in Summit county, u of thirty- 
seven committals to the jail, twenty-seven 
were intemperate; five of the remainder 
were insane persons; but two temperate, 
and the habits of the remainder unknown. 
Twenty-eight persons have been supported, 
in the year, in whole or in part, in conse- 
quence of poverty produced by intemper- 
ance, and only three temperate persons 
needed aid.” 

Of eight hundred and seventy committed 
to the jail of Hamilton county, seven hun- 
dred and ninety were intemperate. The 
details with regard to the Commercial Hos- 
pital, Cincinnati, are full of evidence to the 
same point. 

These details are not overwrought. We 
find that wherever investigation is had the 
same results are ascertained. 

The Trustees of the Alms-house of Bal- 
timore city and county, say : “ We must 
still bear sorrowful testimony to the bane- 
ful vice of intemperance, as the grand cause 
of pauperism, and again declare, that an 
Jllms-house would scarcely be needed in Balti- 
more, but for this one cause of misery and 


want. 

Adults admitted during the year, - - 992 
Known to he intemperate, ----- 044 

Other causes, - -- -- -- 48 


And oat ot 142 children, bom or admit- 


ted, 115 were brought to destitution by the 
drunkenness <jf their parents.” 

If the pecuniary burdens borne by the 
people of Ohio, and the loss sustained by 
this traffic, were known, the tax-payers 
would be aroused, if moral desolations did 
not move them. There are, at this very 
hour, in Ohio, eight thousand liquor-sellers , 
who, with their families and dependants, do 
not contribute a farthing to the common 
stock of production, but, like the locusts and 
frogs of Egypt, consume everything within 
their reach, leaving nothing but desolation 
in their course. To furnish these venders 
and their dependants with necessary tene- 
ments, food, clothing, & c., costs the people 
of Ohio more than six millions of dollars, 
annually, even if they were no more ex- 
travagant in their demands than other town 
' and country paupers. Add to this, as near 
as you can approximate it, 

1st. The money paid by consumers for 
intoxicating beverages. 

2d. The loss of time it occasions. 

3d. The diminishied productiveness of 
land, labor, and capital. 

4th. The cost of supporting paupers, and 
j prosecuting criminals. 

5th. The property lost in consequence of 
it, on land and water. 

6th. The shortening of human life, pro- 
duction of disease, and the consequent loss 
of labor. 

| 7th. Estimate the value of the six mil- 
lion bushels of wholesome and nutritious 
grain, annually converted by our distilleries 
\ into poison, and the capital and labor worse 
than wasted in the conversion. 

Let it be remembered that the poison 
thus created, incapacitates the people for 
maintaining the first principles of govern- 
ment, and thus endangers the public safety, 
and renders more prisons and a stronger 
police necessary. Let it be also remem- 
bered that all our grog-shops are grammar 
schools of vice, where young and old, idle 
and dissolute congregate. When all things 
are considered, it is not possible to fix the 
. actual pecuniary loss to the people of Ohio 
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of the liquor traffic, at less than fifteen mil- 
liens of dollars , annually. 

Governor Everett says: It has cost the 
United States, in ten years, 

In direct expenses, ... - $600,000,000 
In indirect expenses, - - - - 600,000,000 
It has burned and des’tyd property, 60,000,000 

$ 1 , 120 , 000,000 

Ohio has paid her full share of this 
enormous sum. The annual loss would 
build a school-house in every district in our 
State, pay for the education of every child, 
and leave surplus revenue enough to liqui- 
date the salary of every minister of the 
gospel, and every benevolent contribution 
made for every object. 

What does the State get for this enormous 
expenditure of money? We cannot enu- 
merate the evils poured in upon every de- 
partment of human society, and will not 
attempt it. All that is elevating in educa- 
tion, pure in morals, and holy in religion, is 
stricken down. The whole land has been 
polluted, and made a land of sepulchres. 
The banner of universal ruin waves over 
all this fair heritage. But for intemper- 
ance, this might soon be Immanuel’s land- 
its peace flowing as a river, and its righte, 
ousness and blessings as the waves of the 
sea. Every Christian nation is crippled in 
its energies by its devotion to Bacchus, a 
viler and more inexorable god than all the 
gods of the heathen! 

“ In England,” says the Rev. E. Bicker- 
steth, “ in the year 1830, the aggregate 
sum given to all the religious institutions 
put together, averaged but sixpence a year 
for each individual — the bare duties on 
British and foreign spirits amounted to thir- 
teen times as much /” 

“ Not more than half a million sterling, 
per annum,” says an English writer, “ is 
contributed to the support of all the reli- 
gious institutions at the present day, which 
are designed to make an aggressive move- 
ment upon the empire of darkness and sin. 
This is about the one-sixth part of what the 
inhabitants of London expend in gin j a six- 
teenth part of what Ireland expends in 


whisky ; and not more than one-half of 
what the inhabitants of Edinburg, Glasgow 
and Greenock, alone, devote to the same 
body and soul destroying poison.” 

“At a moderate calculation,” says another 
eminent writer, “ there are, in England and 
Wales, not less than 100,000 establishments 
for the sale of intoxicating liquors, or about 
one to every twentieth house, while there 
are not more than 20,000 places of religious 
worship.” Bacchus has more temples in 
every Christian land on earth, four to one, 
than the God of Heaven. Verily, there is 
idolatry in the land. Is it not a crime, then, 
to make and vend the damning poison? 
What other crime does not whiten into in- 
nocence when compared with that of crea- 
ting and pouring upon mankind this deso- 
lating stream of moral death — this cataract 
of liquid fire, consuming the vitals of our 
country, desolating the earth, and robbing 
Heaven of its priceless jewels ! 


Effects of the Traffic upon those engaged in it. 

That the manufacture and the traffic in 
intoxicating liquors were fearfully destruc- 
tive to those employed in them, has been 
often said, and isolated cases have been re- 
ferred to as proof. Every man’s observa- 
tion affirms that there is something fearful 
in the “too” God has uttered against him 
who “putteth the bottle to his neighbor’s 
lips.” But the wide, spread desolation 
among the ranks of rum-sellers, and the un- 
fathomable wo which is their reward, have 
never been conceived. There is not an 
honest liquor -dealer in Ohio who would not 
abandon his business in an hour, if he would 
read the well authenticated statistics in the 
hands of the Executive Board. Reports have 
been received from sixty-three Divisions, 
giving the personal history of eleven hundred 
and sixteen makers and venders of intoxica- 
ting drinks. Of the whole number reported, 
five hundred and eighty-eight have become 
the victims of their own soul-destroying, 
God-dishonoring business. In tearing down 
the frame-work of society, they have been 
overwhelmed in the general ruin. One hun- 
dred and forty-one , only, have acquired prop- 


Digitized by 


Google 




6 


TEMPERANCE STATISTICS. 


erty- These reports are all from the coun- 
try, where there has been great care not to' 
license men of bad habits, or of immoral 
character, to engage in the traffic ; and aie, 
therefore, the most favorable for the sobri- 
ety and prosperity of the rum fraternity in 
the State. All conversant with the facts, 
will admit, that a far larger proportion of 
liquor* sellers become drunkards and pau- 
pers in cities than in country places. Tak- 
ing the statistics furnished as a basis for 
calculation, there have been in Ohio, within 
the last five years (the period embraced in 
the reports,) twenty thousand liquor-makers 
and venders, of whom ten thousand Jive 
hundred and thirty have become inebriates, 
and only two thousand Jive hundred have 
made money ; and most of these have ac- 
quired their property in some collateral 
pursuit. But we will give some details, 
merely as fragments of a universal history. 

Marietta Division, in Washington county, 
says : “ During the last five years, there 
were six persons engaged in the sale of in- 
toxicating drinks, as tavern-keepers, in the 
town of Marietta. These had constantly 
in their employ some eight bar-tenders. 
Within \he same time, ten wholesale or re- 
tail grocers were engaged in the sale of li- 
quor 5 these employed about as many clerks. 
Of the above thirty- four, at least twenty-jive 
have become intemperate. Two-thirds of 
the whole number are, or have been, heads 
of families. Many of the younger mem- 
bers of these families are intemperate, or 
in a fair way to become so. There are, at: 
present, nine liquor-sellers in Marietta, all 
foreigners V ’ 

Another Division, in the same county, 
says : “ In Waterford township there have 
been ten persons making or vending liquor; 
seven have died drunkards, or have intem- 
perate families 5 one has acquired property, 
while three others have been ruined by it.” 

A Division in Magan county reports : 
“In three townships in the vicinity of our 
Division, there have been Jifty venders , in 
five years; forty-jive of them became in- 
temperate, and a large proportion of this 
number, degraded sots ; not more than four 
acquired property by this traffic.” 

A Division in Preble county reports : 


“ That from 1838 to 1848, there have been 
six distillers in the township ; Jive became 
insolvent while engaged in the business 5 
three became drunkards, and their families 
are dissipated. The history of but one re- 
mains to be written, and the indications are 
fearful as to him. During the same period, 
there have been thirty-one engaged in the 
sale, as tavern-keepers, grocers, or bar- 
tenders; twenty-three have become intem- 
perate — seventeen grossly so. Eight, out 
of eleven who have died, came to their end 
by intoxicating drinks, and Jive died drunk . 
The families of all seem to have been rest- 
ing under the curse of God.” 

A Division in Wayne county says : 
“ Seven have sold liquor; five of them a r e 
intemperate, and one has made some 
money. 

Another, in the same county, says : “ In 
Mohican township, thirteen persons have 
been engaged in the traffic. Not a tavern- 
keeper has found it profitable, and six have 
become intemperate.” 

A Division in Licking county says : “ In 
Etna township, sixty-six persons have been, 
for the last ten years, more or less engaged 
in the manufacture or sale of intoxicating 
beverages; of this number, fifty-six drank 
liquor ; twenty-two have become inebriates, 
and many of their families have been cursed 
with the abomination of drunkenness.” 

A Division in Union county says: “Of 
nine employed in the traffic, in five years, 
none have made money, and six become in- 
temperate, 

A Division in Trumbull county reports : 
“There have been in this town fourteen 
tavern-keepers, bar-tenders and grocers, in 
five years; not one has accumulated prop- 
erty, and four are drunkards.” 

Another, in Montgomery county, says : 
« Of twenty-six makers and venders of 
whisky, not one has acquired property 
thereby.” 

Another, in Muskingum county, says; 
“ Ten persons let themselves as agents to 
the devil ; nine became intemperate, and 
one made a little money. 

“ Out of one hundred and twelve persons 
who have been engaged in selling intoxica- 
ting liquors as a beverage, in Akron, Sum* 
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mit county, seventy-eight became insolvent ; 
seven have taken the benefit of the Bank- 
rupt law 5 sixteen are dead — all of whom, 
except two, died drunkards; fifty-six of 
the whole number were intemperate— ten 
have had the delirium tremens — fifteen ran f 
away — three have been sent to the Peni- 
tentiary — nine have been in jail for coun- 
terfeiting — one indicted and tried for mur- ; 
der — while but five have reformed and be- ; 
come temperate men ! ! Of the seven prin- 
cipal distillers, five are insolvent — one has 
taken the benefit of the Bankrupt law ; the 
concluding history of one only is to be 
written.” 

We might continue these quotations, but 
they all bear unequivocal testimony tdtthe 
same truth : ee According to what a man 
sowetb, that shall he also reap. He that 
soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap 
corruption.” Is it not folly, is it not mad- 
ness, to pursue a calling which must neces- 
sarily result in insolvency, and in the almost 
inevitable loss of character, health and 
life? If the same proportion of mechan- 
ics, in any useful department of human in- 
dustry, made a similar wreck of fortune, 
reputation and life, in the same time, who 


would enter upon that business after the fa- 
tality attending it had been ascertained? 
If an equal proportion of missionaries of 
the Cross to the heathen world, who go 
forth for the healing of the nations, were 
to fall victims to the diseases incident to cli- 
mate and change of life, how few would 
enlist in that god-like enterprise? And 
yet, with these facts before them, there are 
men of good moral character, whom the 
Courts of Justice may induce to become re- 
cruiting officers in the Drunkards’ army ! I 
There are those who will raise the suicidal 
arm to all their best interests and hopes, 
and rush, reeking with blood, into a drunk- 
ard’s grave! ! We would close this inter- 
esting branch of the subject with the re- 
marks of the immortal Wesley. Speaking 
of the traffic, he says : “ Let not any lover 
of virtue and truth say one word in favor 
of this monster — let no lover of mankind 
open his mouth to extenuate the guilt of it. 
Oppose it as you* would oppose the Devil, 
whose offspring and likeness it is. None 
can gain in this way by swallowing up his 
neighbor’s substance, without gaining the 
damnation of Hell.” 
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